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Arobanam Girls Hostel - Mannar 
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Message from the Patron 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Once again, in the capacity of a founder member, and the current Patron; it gives me great pleasure to write 
this note and to welcome all of you to Arobanam Children Fundôs (ACF) 28th annual charity dinner event, 
held today, in West Drayton. 

It is a delight to look back at the path ACF took, from the beginning as a group of friends in 1993, to support 
38 children brought to safety by Fr James, to become a UK registered charity in 1999, and standing as a 
stable and progressive childrenôs charity that is widening its assistance geographically and providing further 
assistance in its areas of operation.  

In addition to assisting deserving children with education and essential needs, ACF continues to assist elders, 
and deserving individuals during disasters. The organisation also engages with special projects requested 
and funded by supporters; within the framework of core ACF principles.  
 
Within the past few years, ACF further expanded to assist individuals in the Hill Countries and some remote 
parts in Eastern Sri Lanka. I am pleased to announce that in the first quarter of 2026, ACF has realised its 
first ACF assisted university graduate in the Hill Countries.  
 
Our foster care programmes, started in 2002, around remote villages in the Mannar district are growing, and 
producing favourable outcomes. It is a delight to see that such projects are operational in several regions of 
Sri Lanka, including the Hill Countries, and in India.    
 
ACF was instrumental in providing assistance to individuals affected by the devastating Dithwa cyclone, 
towards the end of 2025.  Several ACF assisted university students joined our Hill Countries partners and 
supported the relief efforts. 
 
It is heart-warming to see current and former beneficiaries, now working with ACF and offering their services 
to the community, and current beneficiaries showing an interest in working with the organisation in the future. 
 
I am very encouraged by the progress we have made in the past three decades, with your support and am 
very confident that the young team is continuously carrying the organisation with full commitment and strictly 
monitoring its active projects whilst focused on ACFôs principles. 
 
Unfortunately, due to a prior commitment, my wife and I are not at the event to meet and greet you in person, 
however, once again, I would like to thank you all for your continued support to this noble cause, and invite 
you to enjoy the evening. 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Vijayanathan Ramakrishnan ï Patron ACF 
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Message from the Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vanakkam / Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Once again, it gives me great pleasure to have your presence and welcome you all here today, to 
Arobanam Children Fundôs (ACF) 28th annual event, at Yiewsley & West Drayton Community 
Centre in West Drayton, Middlesex. 

As we journey through our 33rd year, I look back, at the past, with a view to plan and work on the 
future. Our journey saw several challenges, primarily during disasters such as the Tsunami, the end 
of the war, several very testing years during and after Covid 19, recently with the Dithwa cyclone 
and in August 2026, with the latest floods in the Hill Countries. With your continued support, we 
have been taking strides and showing positive outcomes in all areas of our work.  

Looking at the brighter side and at ACFôs achievements, our project base having grown to 34 
includes work in some new geographical areas. We are currently assisting over 450 children and 15 
elders.  

Outcomes of GCE O/L and A/L results continue to be encouraging, as pass rates and qualification 
rates are steadily increasing é primarily within foster care projects, indicating that our assistance is 
impactful. This year, over 23 of the 26 passed their GCE O/L examinations and go on to study GCE 
A/L.  14 Students passed their GCE A/L examinations and over 4 students will gain university 
admissions, with the possibility of 1 further student being admitted.  

I am delighted to see the successes achieved by these individuals who, primarily, having gained our 
assistance, were guided further towards higher education and extra-curricular activities. Particular 
regard is given to the special needs childrenôs social integration. 

We identified a gap in the advice school students were given, at various levels of their education, 
when choosing subject options for higher studies. Starting with the Hill Countries, we are working 
with and encouraging university students to advise younger school students to tactically choose 
appropriate subjects, to be able to achieve their current and future goals. 

In addition, it is heart-warming to see some of the former beneficiaries now working with ACF, in an 
effort to pay back the community. Also, several, current beneficiaries have been assisting us during 
disaster relief work, whilst others are showing an interest in working with us, in the future. Already, 
several former employees of one of our partners, are working with us.  

While we continue to focus, primarily, on children, within the past few years, we have also engaged 
with other projects to assist the elderly, offer job training for children; forge working relationships 
with authorities and work with special needs communities and war affected individuals. 
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In addition, ACF is continuing with special projects that have been requested and funded by our 
long-standing supporters, such as environmental assistance, home gardening and games initiatives 
and the continued provision of school starter kits. 
 
As stated in the past, we continue to engage ourselves with empowering special needs children, 
and this entails working with the department of social services and specialist medical teams. This 
route enables us to assist a wider community of special needs individuals. 
 
ACF also fosters Ambassadorship through motivating young individuals to participate in charitable 
work while providing targeted mentoring to deserving children. 
 
We regularly review our processes and strategically align decisions based on current and future 
needs, while respecting the dignity of the assisted children.  

Barring Covid times, I continue to make annual visits to our projects in Sri Lanka and India, and this 
gives me the opportunity to connect and understand the needs at a deeper level, evaluate, empower 
partners and beneficiaries and determine the childrenôs and familiesô future needs. 

It is my observation that even though Sri Lanka may be moving forward economically; the daily 
struggles, amongst the poor, persist and remain unimproved.   
 

In addition, our partners inform us that vulnerable individuals continue to be exploited by immoral 
sects, within the community, and such cases are high in girlsô residential homes. 

It is important that we continue with our work, to help destitute young individuals succeed in their 
lives; and are optimistic that, with your support and encouragement, we will continue to do more. 

I thank you all for your continued support and invite you to enjoy this evening. 

 

Varathan Thiagarasa ï Chairperson ACF  
 
 

ñWe rise by lifting othersò 
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A Brief History of Arobanam Children Fund (ACF) 

 

One evening in 1993, as the Sri Lankan war continued to escalate, our founder patron, Reverend Father 

James Pathinathan, spotted 38 homeless, starving and unaccompanied children in the Kilinochchi area, in 

the Northern province. With no hesitation, he brought them to immediate safety and cared for them in his 

church. He contacted a group of friends in the UK for financial assistance. Within a few days, £1,200 was 

collected and sent for this purpose.  

The informal support arrangements continued until 1995, when a committee was formed in the UK, to assist 

similar projects in a formal and structured way.  

Subsequently, in 1999, Arobanam Children Fund ï a childrenôs charity was registered in the UK. It continued 

to function and provide support without any discrimination. It currently assists over 450 children, and 15 elders 

in Sri Lanka and India.  

ACF, supported by regular sponsors and well-wishers (including overseas ambassadors), is accountable to 

its supporters, the Charity Commission, the Inland Revenue and banks; and functions with zero UK 

administration charges.  

 

Areas of Work:  

ACF assists children and elders in the Northern, Eastern and Hill Country areas of Sri Lanka. In addition, it 

assists children in the Madurai district of Southern India. Needs for assistance are on the increase. ACF 

currently assists 32 projects in Sri Lanka and 2 in India, totalling 34 projects. It is our practice that, at their 

own expense, one or two of our committee members visit the projects once a year.  

 

Assistance to Date:  

¶ Over 4,100 children  

¶ Over 130 university students. Among these students, about 25 grew up with ACFôs assistance. 

Degree holders include doctors, engineers, lawyers, architects, teachers, historians, and 

entrepreneurs. All have been aided through receiving this life changing support.  

¶ ACF saw its first university student from the Hill Countries, graduate in early 2026 and who currently 

teaches Maths and Physics to GCE A/L students.  

¶ Over 100 special needs children. 35 were integrated back into the community after improvements in 

their IQ, were achieved through education and counselling.  

¶ Mentoring, and supporting children as appropriate. 

¶ Skill development training / employment opportunities.  

¶ Providing assistance to the elderly. 

¶ Worked extensively and assisted families & several individuals affected by natural disasters, including 

the Dithwa cyclone.  

¶ Working with the Northern Province Social Services to assist over 18,000 war-affected special needs 

people.  

 

Assistance Outlook:  

Current needs, for assistance, are immense. It is our desire to assist more children, the elderly, and 

disaster stricken individuals; and as such, we are always looking for new sponsors to help us expand our 

reach and our work 
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о /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ π ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 02 

п /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ ς CƻǎǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜ 08 

5 5²C ς ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ CƻǎǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜ 02 

6 5²C π CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ 33 

7 5²C π ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 09 

8 5²C  π !ǊƻōŀƴŀƳ DƛǊƭǎ IƻǎǘŜƭ 07 

9 aŀǘƘƻǧŀ IƛƴŘǳ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ π bŀƴŀǧŀƴ π CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ 10 

10 aŀǘƘƻǧŀ IƛƴŘǳ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ π bŀƴŀǧŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 01 

11 DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ π aŀƴƪǳƭŀƳ 17 

12 DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ IƻƳŜ π ±ŀƭŀƛŎƘŜƴŀƛ 07 

13 DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ IƻǳǎŜ π !ƴŀƛƪƻŘŘŀƛ 05 

14 aŀƴƪǳƭŀƳ π CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ  71 

15 aŀƴƪǳƭŀƳ π ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 04 

16 aŀƴƪǳƭŀƳ π ¢ǳƛǝƻƴ 01 

 17 aǳǘǳǊ π CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ  13 

18 aǳǘǳǊ π ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 02 

19 {ƛǾŀǇƻƻƳƛ π ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 03 

20 {ƛǾŀǇƻƻƳƛ π CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ 01 

21 {ƛǾŀǇƻƻƳƛ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ bŜŜŘǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ  

22 aǳǘǳǊ π ¢ǳƛǝƻƴ  01 

23 {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘϥǎ .ƻȅǎ IƻǎǘŜƭ 10 

24 {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘϥǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 16 

нр {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘϥǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ς CƻǎǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜ  16 

нс {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘϥǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ς 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ  05 

27 {ŀƛ !ǊƻōŀƴŀƳ π CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ 13 

28 {ŀƛ !ǊƻōŀƴŀƳ π ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 09 

29 {ŀƛ !ǊƻōŀƴŀƳ π ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ 02 

30 {ŀƛ !ǊƻōŀƴŀƳ π 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ŎŀǊŜ 10 

ом {ŀƛ !ǊƻōŀƴŀƳ π  ¢ǳƛǝƻƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 02 

32 ¸ƻǳǘƘ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ  

33 {t!/9 π CƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ 25 

34 {t!/9 π 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ 69 

 Total 442 

Arobanam Children Fundôs Current Projects 
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Meeting with ASSETS - Kilinochchi 
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Message from Arumairasa Thulaxsan (University Student) 
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ST. JOSEPH BOYSô HOSTEL - Ilavalai  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sai Arobanam Hill Country 
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Home Garden initiative ς Mankulam Foster Care 
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Arobanam Girls Hostel - Mannar 
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Message from the Manager - ACF Operations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Arobanam Children Fund on the occasion of its 28th 
Annual Charity Dinner 2026. 

Through the Mankulam Foster Care Project, we are currently supporting 71 foster care children, 4 
university students, and 1 student receiving tuition assistance. This project was started in 2010, and 
I am very happy and proud to share that around 5 Children from the Foster Care Project have been 
selected for university studies. This is a wonderful achievement and a testament to the positive 
impact of the support provided by ACF and its generous supporters. 

I am also especially proud to say that I myself grew up at Arobanam Boys' Home with the support 
of ACF. Today, I have the privilege of working with ACF and contributing to its mission of supporting 
and assisting people in need. My own journey is a meaningful example of how the love, care, and 
opportunities provided by ACF can transform lives. 

As the operations Manager Arobanam Children Fund, I am also responsible for the Mankulam Foster 
Care Project, which Includes Foster Care assistance, University assistance and Tuition assistance.  

On this special occasion, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all the supporters, 
sponsors, donors, and well-wishers of Arobanam Children Fund. Your continued generosity and 
commitment make it possible for us to support children, young people, and families in need. 

May Arobanam Children Fund continue its valuable service for many more years and bring hope, 
opportunity, and a brighter future to many more lives. 

Thank you, and my warmest congratulations to Arobanam Children Fund on its 28th Annual Charity 
Dinner 2026. 

S. Thiruchelvan, 
Operations Manager ï ACF 
In-Charge ï Mankulam Foster Care Project 
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Sai Arobanam Hill Country 
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 AROBANAM CHILDREN FUND  
         

 Income & Expenditure (Charities)  
 From:  Month 1, January 2025    

 To:  Month 12 December  2025    

 Chart of Accounts:       

    

 Income     

   Sponsorship )             50,745.00  

     

   Donations )               5,652.00  

    

   Special Meals )              360.00  

   Interest Received )           1,003.00  

          

   Annual Event )               2,464.00  

   Gift Aid )              28,895.00  

          

   

  Gross 
Income/(Expenditure) 

:)          89,119.00  

    

     

          

   Remittance Of Funds )     

     

   Child Development Initiative )                   700.00  

   Foster Care Mannar )            8,438.00  

     St Joseph's Special Education Center )          3,833.00  

   Mankulam Foster Care )            16,416.00  

   Arobanam Boys Home )              2,400.00  

   Sivapoomi Trust )               4,826.00  

   Good Shepherd Welcome Home )            1,255.00  

 
  Association To Empower The Special Needs 
Children )               9,155.00  

   SPACE )                7,713.00  

   Good Shepherd's Child Development Mankulam )           3,290.00  

   Sai Arobanam Gurantee Ltd )              3,052.00  

   St Joseph's Boys Hostel )              1,152.00  

            Union Of Mathoda )           1,659.00  

   Youth Awareness Movement )              2,520.00  

   Nallayan Care Home )              1,018.00  

   St Henry's Ilavalai )                 240.00  

   Sammani )                  251.00  

   Total Remittance )             61,283.00  
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 AROBANAM CHILDREN FUND  
         

 Income & Expenditure (Charities)  
 From:  Month 1, January 2025    

 To:  Month 12 December  2025    

 Chart of Accounts:       

    

          

   Other Expenses )        

          

 

  Project Cordinator 
Expenses )              3,591.00  

   Bank Charges )                  567.00  

 

  Disasters Emergency 

Releif )                 456.00  

 

  ICO Subscription 

)                   47.00  

   Total Expenditure )              4,661.00  

          

     

   

  Net 

Income/(Expenditure) : )          23,175.00  

          

          

 

  Reperesented By 

)        

          

   Lloyds )                     38,761.00    

   CAF )                     38,188.00    

   CAF Deposit )                    64,992.00    

          

          

   Total funds )                   141,941.00    
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Meeting with CDI - Vavuniya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


