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Vote of Thanks 
 

Arobanam Children Fund Committee 

Wish to Express its Gratitude to 
 

~   Our Children’s Sponsors & Supporters 
 

~   Our Chief Guest ~ Dr Baheerathan … Chairman of Erdu 
    

~   Our Guest Entertainers ~ the Rajagopal family 
  
~   Our Event Caterers ~  ARANY Catering Service 
 

~   Our Brochure Printers – A former beneficiary of ACF, now an  

established proprietor of a printing establishment, in Jaffna, has 

printed our brochures at a very reasonable cost to us. Similarly, he 

has also printed the Northern province Social Services’ special needs 

welfare booklets. 
 

~    Our Hill Country Partner – For providing transport to the Hill  

      Country & for accompanying the Chairman and 

      the Operations Manager on their visits to various remote villages in 

      and around Nuwera Eliya. And the East of Sri Lanka. 
 

~    Chairperson’s Friend, Sathi – For always providing transport to 

      projects in the North and for general advice.. 
     
~   New Haw Community Centre Administration for their kind 

     co-operation and the use of their facilities 
 

~   Our Friends’ and Families’ continued support in helping to 

     organise this annual event  
 
 

~   Last, but not least ~ today’s audience ~ for your cordial  

     presence in helping to make tonight a success. 

 

We look forward to seeing you again in 2025 
Thank you for joining us this evening 

 

 

10.00pm  
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 Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Let me begin by extending a warm welcome to each and every one of you to our 
26th Annual event, where we will also provide updates on our ongoing work in Sri 
Lanka and India. I am certain that the Chairman will comprehensively address the 
day-to-day operations and achievements of the Arobanam Children Fund. With 
this in mind, I would like to focus my remarks on the history of this organisation, 
something that many of our sponsors and supporters may not be fully aware of. 
 

During the time Arobanam was founded in the 1990s, the founding members of 
Arobanam Children Fund, guided by Fr. James Pathinathan, put in place 
guidelines that were established to ensure that your hard-earned contributions are 
used for the sole purpose of supporting underprivileged children. Additional rules 
may be added as needed to safeguard the integrity of our operations. 
 

When Arobanam Children Fund was founded, Fr. James and the original 
members believed that our services would only be required during the war years, 
and perhaps for five years after the war ended … how wrong we were! The war 
ended in 2009, yet our work continues - and will be needed for the foreseeable 
future. Many of the children we initially supported have gone on to build 
meaningful lives for themselves, with some even entering university and securing 
employment in Sri Lanka. A few have had the opportunity to work abroad as well. 
 

However, we must never forget those who were tragically lost, including the 111 
Senthalir children who perished in the 2004 tsunami. Since our founding, nearly 
4,000 children have benefited from our services, and we currently assist 404 
children  in Sri Lanka and India. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, none of this would have been possible without your 
generous contributions and unwavering support over the years. I urge you to take 
pride in what you have helped accomplish, and to continue supporting Arobanam 
Children Fund with the confidence that your donations will be used to benefit the 
deserving children.. 
 

Thank you, and please enjoy the evening. 
 
Vijayanathan Ramakrishnan – Patron Arobanam 
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A Brief History of Arobanam Children Fund (ACF) 
 

One evening in 1993, as the Sri Lankan war continued to escalate, our founder patron, 
Reverend Father James Pathinathan, spotted 38 homeless, starving and unaccompanied 
children in the Kilinochchi area, in the northern province. With no hesitation, he brought 
them to immediate safety and cared for them in his church. He contacted a group of 
friends in the UK for financial assistance. Within a few days, £1,200 was collected and 
sent  for this purpose. 
The informal support arrangements continued until 1995, when a committee was formed 
to assist similar projects in a formal and structured way. 
Subsequently, in 1999, Arobanam Children Fund – a children’s charity was registered as 
a UK charity. It continued to function and provide support without any discrimination. 
 It currently assists over 400 children in Sri Lanka and India. 
ACF is supported by regular sponsors and well-wishers; and is accountable to its 
supporters, the Charity Commission, the Inland Revenue and banks, with zero UK 
administration charges. 
 
 
Areas of Work: 
ACF assists children in Northern, Eastern and the Hill Country in Sri Lanka. In addition, it 
assists children in the Madurai district of Southern India. ACF currently assists 22 projects 
in Sri Lanka and 2 in India. It is our practice that, at their own expense, one or two of our 
committee members visit the projects once a year. 
 
 
Assistance to Date: 

• Over 4,000 children 

• Over 90 university students. Among these students, about 17 grew up with 
ACF’s assistance. Degree holders include doctors, engineers, lawyers, 
architects, teachers and historians. All have been aided through receiving this 
life changing support. 

• 100 special needs children. 20 were integrated back into the community after 
improvements were achieved in their IQ, through education and counselling. 

• Recently, ACF has started providing assistance to the elderly. 

• Working with the Northern Province Social Services to assist over18,000 special 
needs people. 
 
 

Assistance Outlook: 
Current needs, for assistance, are immense. It is our desire to assist more children, and 
we are always looking for new sponsors to help us expand our reach and our work. 

 
 
 
 

 

Partners & University Conferences 
 

The purpose being to promote 2-way understanding between the ACF 
committee, its partner organisations and the university students; the 
conferences have proved valuable to all the attendees, Online access via zoom 
has enabled the holding of resident children’s workshops & the tuition of 
individual children Further conferences are planned for 2025 and we look 
forward to updating you on progress through our newsletters.  
 

Fr. James Pathinathan 5th Anniversary Memorial 
  

 
 
Rev. Fr. James Pathinathan established Arobanam Children Fund in 1995. In 
July 2024, the Fr. James Special Meal Memorial event marked its 5th 
anniversary with special meals for the children and families of Mankulam foster 
care and a trip to Kandy for the Hill Country foster care children. 
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Arobanam Children Fund’s Current Projects 
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Home Gardening Initiative - Pg 2 

 

  
 

Message from the Chairperson 

Vanakkam / Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen 

Once again, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you all and to have your presence, 

here today, at Arobanam Children Fund’s (ACF-UK) 26th annual event, at the New 

Haw Community Centre in New Haw. 

As we embark on our 30th year of service to destitute individuals, I am delighted to see 

the successes achieved by several such individuals who, primarily, having gained our 

assistance, were guided further, towards education and social integration.  

As you are all aware, the last few years have been very challenging in every way. 

However, with your continued support, we’ve not only continued to assist children, but 

have also managed to support several additional struggling families in Sri Lanka and 

India. 

ACF has, in the past year, progressed further with new projects within previously 

operated geographical areas and reached out to new ones which are primarily in the 

Hill Countries. We are also currently looking into a few more in the pipeline, in Northern 

and Eastern Sri Lanka. 

As stated in the past, we continue to engage ourselves with empowering special needs 

children, which entails working with the department of social services and specialist 

medical teams, in order to assist a wider community of special needs individuals. In 

addition, we also continue to assist those who are affected by natural disasters. 

Recently, at the special request of one of our long-standing supporters, we have 

started an elderly assistance programme in the Hill Countries.   

ACF, additionally, continues to engage with its project partners, resident children, and 

university students via zoom, where access to online technology is available. We 

observe that such communication promotes two-way understanding between our 

beneficiaries, the project partners and ourselves; in addition to coaching children on a 

1-1 basis as and when required. 

ACF is currently engaged in 24 projects, with a further 3 in the pipeline. Where possible 

I visit all ACF projects annually. Post-Covid19 pandemic, I visited all projects, during 

the periods of February–March 2023, and February–March 2024. ACF’s Operations 

Manager, Dinesh Thiruchelvan, also joined me when visiting the projects within Sri 

Lanka. Overall, I am very encouraged by the way our projects are managed. 

However, we have identified some operational difficulties within a minority of the 

projects, exited from one, and are working with the others to rectify identified issues. 

Until recently, much against a general perception that Sri Lanka has moved forward; 

the struggle amongst the poor appears to have worsened.  However, we are 

optimistic that some of the fundamental & continuing struggles of parentless 

children will change, for the better, in the near future 
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Home Gardening Initiative – Organic Farming – Pg 1 
 

Beginning this scheme, among 80 families from the Mankulam area, in 2020, 
this project has gone from strength to strength and is progressing well through 
other ACF supported homes and foster-care families. 

The lower photo shows a developing organic farm and ACF is looking into 

the likelihood of supporting more children through partnering with the 

owners on this venture. 

In addition, our partners continue to accept that vulnerable individuals are 
exploited by an immoral sect within the community. Within the past few years, 
admissions of abused children, to our partner homes have increased 
significantly; with some having a take-in of over 50 to 60%. Such abuses are 
in addition to our care of abused pregnant girls at Welcome House in 
Anaikoddai. ACF is continuously working hard with its partners to care for and 
provide near normality, in the future lives of such children. 

 
Looking on the positive side and at ACF’s achievements; ACF has, to date 

assisted over 4,000 children and produced over 90 graduates, that include 

lawyers, doctors, engineers, teachers, and historians. This year alone, sees 

11 students graduate from universities. It is important to note that, during their 

primary / secondary education, approximately 24 of these graduates grew up 

with, or later received assistance through ACF. So far, in 2024, 7 such 

students will enter universities, and will continue to be assisted by ACF 

throughout their university education. In addition, this year, our partners have 

successfully integrated 4 special needs children back within society, by 

increasing their IQ through coaching and counselling, and thus bringing the 

total, reintegrated, to 20 children. 

It is a delight to see that some of our beneficiaries are not only doing well in 

their lives, but have also come back to continuously work with ACF to assist 

the community. 

From an administration standpoint, ACF is in the process of developing a new 

database to replace the existing Excel based one.  This will allow us to 

manage processes efficiently, and more accurately. I take this opportunity to 

thank Mr Sivasomboe Sivananthan, the author of the current Excel based 

database, Nilani Jeyakumar and our Patron Rama, for tirelessly maintaining 

the existing one and always prioritising ACF work. Similarly, I thank my friend, 

and supporter of ACF, Balaravi Balasingam, for sponsoring, supporting, and 

coming forward to be an administrator of the new database. 

It is important that we continue, with these services, to help destitute young 

individuals succeed in their lives; and look forward to your generous support 

and encouragement in doing so. 

I thank you all for your continued support and invite you to enjoy this evening. 

 

Varathan Thiagarasa – Chairperson ACF 

“We rise by lifting others” 
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Distribution of Food Rations to the Destitute Elderly in the Hill Country 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSETS – Kilinochchi 
 

To empower children with special needs, ACF partnered with ASSETS and 
provides aid & resources. 49 children currently occupy the ASSETS hostel. 12 
children had their IQ boosted through special education and counselling and 
they have been successfully re-integrated into society and are able to support 
their families’ livelihoods. All eligible children from ASSETS attend Sivapoomi 
Special Needs School in Kilinochchi. 
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Fundraising 

 

Over the years, committee members, sponsors, friends and supporters 
have taken the initiative to raise funds to support ACF’s work. These 
fundraising ventures have happened in various forms: 
 

Memorable Day Fundraising 
Sponsored Walks 
Sponsored Fast 

Sponsored Singing 
Sky Diving 

Marathon Runs 
Airbourne Wing Walking 

 
ACF is always eager to attract new people with adventurous and 
compassionate hearts to come forward to help and support our work. 
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Distribution of Dry food Rations in Mankulam 
In times of heavy rain fall  and flooding ACF takes urgent action to distribute dry 
food rations to its foster care families and other needy families in remote 
villages..On a monthly basis the distribution of dry food rations is held with its 
regular foster care families.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Destitute Welfare Fund 

As well as managing Annai Illam, DWF is also the channel through which 

ACF supports its Mannar foster care project and Arobanam Girls’ Hostel. 
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Good Shepherd Children Home &  Mankulam Foster-Care 

In 2012 ACF started assisting 165 children in Mankulam. Currently, ACF 
supports 18, resident in Good Shepherd’s Children’s Hostel and 79 foster 
care children, whose homes are scattered among 12 remote villages in 
Mulaitivu and Kiinochchi District. 

 

Arobanam Girls Hostel – A Pipeline Project 

The hostel currently has 10 students who are studying for their Ordinary 

Level and Advance Level qualifications. 
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St Joseph’s Boys Hostel – Illavalai 
 

10 children from the poorer homes, mainly from the small islands off the 
western coastline of the Jaffna peninsula, have been enrolled at the St 
Joseph’s Boys Hostel, Illavalai following ACF’s assistance for their welfare. 
 

ACF Sponsor Donates Milk Cows 

Two deserving families, one in Mullaitivu district and the other in Mannar district 

have been selected to receive donations of milk cows from a generous 

longstanding ACF sponsor. The families were assessed for their current needs 

and found that it would benefit from these donations, and are capable of 

maintaining donated cows.  

One family has 3 school going children with both the mother and father with 

medical issues, and the other one is a woman headed family with two school 

going children where the mother makes a living by selling fruits by the roadside.  

This is not a usual activity for ACF and was done, as a one-off, on the special 

request of the sponsor. 
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Mutur Foster-Care 
We currently assist 11 children. Over the last 12 months, assessed and 
deserving families were selected to receive monthly dry food rations. This 
year, one of the foster care students entered university … they will receive 
assistance throughout their university education. 
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Sai Arobanam  Day Trip to Kandy 

The Fr. James Memorial Education Tour was organised for the Hill Country  

foster care children and families. A group of 30 children, siblings, parents and 

staff members visited the popular Bird Park and a nearby children’s park. 
 

This trip & the special meal, in July, for the Mankulam foster care families was 

organised as memorial events for Fr. James 5th anniversary. 

 

SPACE – Madurai -  India 
In 2013, ACF began supporting 25 differently abled children at SPACE. In 2021 
ACF started assisting in the welfare of 25 children from Mumiyandipuram, in 
Madurai and these children are supported through the foster-care scheme.  

. 
 

Anaiyur Camp Learning Centre 
In July 2024 the study centre was in need of urgent repair. It was raised 2ft 

from the ground to counter flooding and the interior refurbished. A total of 69 

children benefit from the use of this building. 
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Children’s Individual Bank Savings Scheme 

ACF introduced the monthly saving scheme in 2021 for every child that 

receives its assistance. The aim is to offer school leavers with a one-off 

financial boost at the end of their academic journey when they leave the 

support system of ACF.  
 

Due to legal issues regarding guardianship, ACF is unable to provide this 

service to the special needs children in the ASSETS project, but hope this 

matter will be resolved soon. 
 

This scheme where a small amount of money is deposited into the individual 

children’s accounts, monthly, is monitored and maintained by the projects. 

This scheme has been greatly approved by ACF’s project partners. 
 

When children leave the ACF support system they are given their bank books, 

with the hope and expectation that they will use it for higher studies or add to 

it through finding useful employment. 

 

 

 
 

ACF Donates a Bicycle to a Jaffna University Student  
from the Hill Country  
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Special Meals  

Annai Illam, Hill Country Foster Care & Good Shepherd’s Convent  
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Distribution of Dry Rations and school Kits in Mankulam & Mutur 

 

  

  

  

 

 

ACF’s Special Projects & Initiatives 

Over the years ACF has initiated special projects, when there has been 

an urgent need. 

 

Special Tuition  

Special tuition schemes were set up In 2016, because children were 

underperforming in school, due to the consequences of the civil wars and 

displacement. In the current year 3 students have benefitted from this 

scheme. 

Special Financial Relief 

Last year, with the support of the Grama Sevakar, ACF selected 17 families 

living in extreme poverty, in the remote villages of Mannar and provided 

them with financial Relief to help with their immediate needs.  

Bicycle Aid 

This year, we provided a bicycle for a student attending Jaffna university. 

Disaster Relief 

We provide disaster assistance wherever, as and when required. 

 

Online Conferences 

We conduct partner conferences and workshops for resident children. 

Additionally, we conduct 1-1 coaching where and when necessary. 
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Arobanam Children Fund working with partner project, Sai Arobanam 

and other groups to distribute dry food rations and school kits in the 

Hill Country region of Sri Lanka 

 
On request, ACF gifted exercise books to 40 students through the 

Fordyce youth organisation in the Hill Country 
 

  
 
 

Project Partner, Sai Arobanam, Distributed School Kits and Dry 
Rations to the Foster Care Families in the Hill Country 

 

  

  
 

Past Projects 
 
 
 
Sisters of Charity (Cheddikulam) 
We assisted 12 children. Due to the breach of the ACF compliance process, 
regrettably, ACF had to exit from this project in March2024 
 
Barathi Illam (Mullaitivu) 
Following the end of the war in 2009, ACF agreed to support 25 children 
through its sponsorship scheme. In 2013 ACF supported 50 in total. Due to 
difficulties to operational difficulties and diminishing occupancy ACF exited this 
project in 2022. 
 
Church of America Ceylon Mission (CACM) 
By 2013 0ver 80,000 widows with young children were struggling to manage 
their livelihoods and family lives. To provide some assistance ACF worked with 
CACM to set up day-care centres in remote rural areas in Batticaloa. By mid-
2013, four day-care centres were open. 
 
Due to its restructuring and reevaluating, as part of its recovery since the 
pandemic, ACF felt its support was no longer needed, so through mutual 
consent, has exited from CACM 
 
Home of Joy 
ACF was assisting the few children at Home of Joy since 2017, but due to 
operational difficulties and diminishing occupancy ACF exited this project in 
October 2021. 
 
Mahadeva Ashram 
ACF was one of the first organisations to support Mahadeva Ashram, in 
Kilinochchi, from its beginning. Since it became self-sufficient in 2020, ACF 
decided to exit this project. 
 
Senthalir Children’s Home 
Following the tsunami in 2004 and the war, afterwards, in 2009, all traces of the 
home for children that ACF was deeply invested in, were wiped out and ceased 
to exist. 
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Distribution of School Kits and Dry Food Rations in the Hill Country & 
Nanattan 
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 St Joseph’s Special Education Center 
 

ACF started an assistance program with St Joseph’s Special Education 

Center, in Batticaloa, in January 2023. We help 12 special needs individuals, 

at different ages and at varying levels of mental abilities. 
 

The students are brought to the center and trained counselled in basic living 

cells.  
 

Through ACF’s support, the work carried out by St Joseph’s Special Education 

Center, was able to attract more beneficiaries from a larger geographical area 

and now, they have also opened a daycare centre for infants with special 

needs. 
 

ACF has plans to further expand this special assistance. 
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Valaichenai – A Pipeline Project 
 

In the early part of 2024, the team met at Good Shepherd Convent to discuss 
and look into the possibility of ACF supporting needy children in the Batticaloa 
District. 

 
 

Welcome House 

Since 2018, ACF is supporting the care of young mothers and their 
babies. These girls became pregnant, as a consequence of being 
sexually abused. Many of the girls are under 18 and Welcome House 
acts as a temporary shelter for both mother and child. 
 

 
25



 

   

 

 

Chart of Accounts

Year to Date

Income

Sponsorship ) 51248.00

Donations ) 10689.00

Special Meals ) 140.00

Interest Received ) 838.00

Annual Event ) 5275.00

68190.00

Remittance of Funds )

Child Development Initiative ) 2927.00

Foster Care Mannar ) 17761.00

St Joseph's Special Education Center ) 2154.00

Mankulam Foster Care ) 22674.00

Arobanam Boys Home ) 3900.00

Sivapoomi Trust ) 6112.00

Good Shepherd Welcome House ) 648.00

Association to Empower The Special Needs Children 7970.00

SPACE ) 11229.00 * )

Good Shepherd Child Development Centre - Mankulam ) 4035.00

Iniya Vazhvu Illam ) 782.00

St Joseph's Boys Hostel ) 1344.00

Union of Mathotta ) 1261.00

Total Remittance ) 82797.00

Gross Income / (Expenditure) : )

Statement of Accounts for 12 Months,  January - December 2023

Arobanam Children Fund

Income & Expenditure      Pg1
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Valaichenai – A Pipeline Project 
 

In the early part of 2024, the team met at Good Shepherd Convent to discuss 
and look into the possibility of ACF supporting needy children in the Batticaloa 
District. 

 
 

Welcome House 

Since 2018, ACF is supporting the care of young mothers and their 
babies. These girls became pregnant, as a consequence of being 
sexually abused. Many of the girls are under 18 and Welcome House 
acts as a temporary shelter for both mother and child. 
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 St Joseph’s Special Education Center 
 

ACF started an assistance program with St Joseph’s Special Education 

Center, in Batticaloa, in January 2023. We help 12 special needs individuals, 

at different ages and at varying levels of mental abilities. 
 

The students are brought to the center and trained counselled in basic living 

cells.  
 

Through ACF’s support, the work carried out by St Joseph’s Special Education 

Center, was able to attract more beneficiaries from a larger geographical area 

and now, they have also opened a daycare centre for infants with special 

needs. 
 

ACF has plans to further expand this special assistance. 
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Distribution of School Kits and Dry Food Rations in the Hill Country & 
Nanattan 
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Arobanam Children Fund working with partner project, Sai Arobanam 

and other groups to distribute dry food rations and school kits in the 

Hill Country region of Sri Lanka 

 
On request, ACF gifted exercise books to 40 students through the 

Fordyce youth organisation in the Hill Country 
 

  
 
 

Project Partner, Sai Arobanam, Distributed School Kits and Dry 
Rations to the Foster Care Families in the Hill Country 

 

  

  
 

Past Projects 
 
 
 
Sisters of Charity (Cheddikulam) 
We assisted 12 children. Due to the breach of the ACF compliance process, 
regrettably, ACF had to exit from this project in March2024 
 
Barathi Illam (Mullaitivu) 
Following the end of the war in 2009, ACF agreed to support 25 children 
through its sponsorship scheme. In 2013 ACF supported 50 in total. Due to 
difficulties to operational difficulties and diminishing occupancy ACF exited this 
project in 2022. 
 
Church of America Ceylon Mission (CACM) 
By 2013 0ver 80,000 widows with young children were struggling to manage 
their livelihoods and family lives. To provide some assistance ACF worked with 
CACM to set up day-care centres in remote rural areas in Batticaloa. By mid-
2013, four day-care centres were open. 
 
Due to its restructuring and reevaluating, as part of its recovery since the 
pandemic, ACF felt its support was no longer needed, so through mutual 
consent, has exited from CACM 
 
Home of Joy 
ACF was assisting the few children at Home of Joy since 2017, but due to 
operational difficulties and diminishing occupancy ACF exited this project in 
October 2021. 
 
Mahadeva Ashram 
ACF was one of the first organisations to support Mahadeva Ashram, in 
Kilinochchi, from its beginning. Since it became self-sufficient in 2020, ACF 
decided to exit this project. 
 
Senthalir Children’s Home 
Following the tsunami in 2004 and the war, afterwards, in 2009, all traces of the 
home for children that ACF was deeply invested in, were wiped out and ceased 
to exist. 
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Distribution of Dry Rations and school Kits in Mankulam & Mutur 

 

  

  

  

 

 

ACF’s Special Projects & Initiatives 

Over the years ACF has initiated special projects, when there has been 

an urgent need. 

 

Special Tuition  

Special tuition schemes were set up In 2016, because children were 

underperforming in school, due to the consequences of the civil wars and 

displacement. In the current year 3 students have benefitted from this 

scheme. 

Special Financial Relief 

Last year, with the support of the Grama Sevakar, ACF selected 17 families 

living in extreme poverty, in the remote villages of Mannar and provided 

them with financial Relief to help with their immediate needs.  

Bicycle Aid 

This year, we provided a bicycle for a student attending Jaffna university. 

Disaster Relief 

We provide disaster assistance wherever, as and when required. 

 

Online Conferences 

We conduct partner conferences and workshops for resident children. 

Additionally, we conduct 1-1 coaching where and when necessary. 
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Special Meals  

Annai Illam, Hill Country Foster Care & Good Shepherd’s Convent  
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Children’s Individual Bank Savings Scheme 

ACF introduced the monthly saving scheme in 2021 for every child that 

receives its assistance. The aim is to offer school leavers with a one-off 

financial boost at the end of their academic journey when they leave the 

support system of ACF.  
 

Due to legal issues regarding guardianship, ACF is unable to provide this 

service to the special needs children in the ASSETS project, but hope this 

matter will be resolved soon. 
 

This scheme where a small amount of money is deposited into the individual 

children’s accounts, monthly, is monitored and maintained by the projects. 

This scheme has been greatly approved by ACF’s project partners. 
 

When children leave the ACF support system they are given their bank books, 

with the hope and expectation that they will use it for higher studies or add to 

it through finding useful employment. 

 

 

 
 

ACF Donates a Bicycle to a Jaffna University Student  
from the Hill Country  
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Sai Arobanam  Day Trip to Kandy 

The Fr. James Memorial Education Tour was organised for the Hill Country  

foster care children and families. A group of 30 children, siblings, parents and 

staff members visited the popular Bird Park and a nearby children’s park. 
 

This trip & the special meal, in July, for the Mankulam foster care families was 

organised as memorial events for Fr. James 5th anniversary. 

 

SPACE – Madurai -  India 
In 2013, ACF began supporting 25 differently abled children at SPACE. In 2021 
ACF started assisting in the welfare of 25 children from Mumiyandipuram, in 
Madurai and these children are supported through the foster-care scheme.  

. 
 

Anaiyur Camp Learning Centre 
In July 2024 the study centre was in need of urgent repair. It was raised 2ft 

from the ground to counter flooding and the interior refurbished. A total of 69 

children benefit from the use of this building. 
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Mutur Foster-Care 
We currently assist 11 children. Over the last 12 months, assessed and 
deserving families were selected to receive monthly dry food rations. This 
year, one of the foster care students entered university … they will receive 
assistance throughout their university education. 
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St Joseph’s Boys Hostel – Illavalai 
 

10 children from the poorer homes, mainly from the small islands off the 
western coastline of the Jaffna peninsula, have been enrolled at the St 
Joseph’s Boys Hostel, Illavalai following ACF’s assistance for their welfare. 
 

ACF Sponsor Donates Milk Cows 

Two deserving families, one in Mullaitivu district and the other in Mannar district 

have been selected to receive donations of milk cows from a generous 

longstanding ACF sponsor. The families were assessed for their current needs 

and found that it would benefit from these donations, and are capable of 

maintaining donated cows.  

One family has 3 school going children with both the mother and father with 

medical issues, and the other one is a woman headed family with two school 

going children where the mother makes a living by selling fruits by the roadside.  

This is not a usual activity for ACF and was done, as a one-off, on the special 

request of the sponsor. 
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Good Shepherd Children Home &  Mankulam Foster-Care 

In 2012 ACF started assisting 165 children in Mankulam. Currently, ACF 
supports 18, resident in Good Shepherd’s Children’s Hostel and 79 foster 
care children, whose homes are scattered among 12 remote villages in 
Mulaitivu and Kiinochchi District. 

 

Arobanam Girls Hostel – A Pipeline Project 

The hostel currently has 10 students who are studying for their Ordinary 

Level and Advance Level qualifications. 
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Distribution of Dry food Rations in Mankulam 
In times of heavy rain fall  and flooding ACF takes urgent action to distribute dry 
food rations to its foster care families and other needy families in remote 
villages..On a monthly basis the distribution of dry food rations is held with its 
regular foster care families.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Destitute Welfare Fund 

As well as managing Annai Illam, DWF is also the channel through which 

ACF supports its Mannar foster care project and Arobanam Girls’ Hostel. 
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Fundraising 

 

Over the years, committee members, sponsors, friends and supporters 
have taken the initiative to raise funds to support ACF’s work. These 
fundraising ventures have happened in various forms: 
 

Memorable Day Fundraising 
Sponsored Walks 
Sponsored Fast 

Sponsored Singing 
Sky Diving 

Marathon Runs 
Airbourne Wing Walking 

 
ACF is always eager to attract new people with adventurous and 
compassionate hearts to come forward to help and support our work. 
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Distribution of Food Rations to the Destitute Elderly in the Hill Country 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSETS – Kilinochchi 
 

To empower children with special needs, ACF partnered with ASSETS and 
provides aid & resources. 49 children currently occupy the ASSETS hostel. 12 
children had their IQ boosted through special education and counselling and 
they have been successfully re-integrated into society and are able to support 
their families’ livelihoods. All eligible children from ASSETS attend Sivapoomi 
Special Needs School in Kilinochchi. 
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Home Gardening Initiative – Organic Farming – Pg 1 
 

Beginning this scheme, among 80 families from the Mankulam area, in 2020, 
this project has gone from strength to strength and is progressing well through 
other ACF supported homes and foster-care families. 

The lower photo shows a developing organic farm and ACF is looking into 

the likelihood of supporting more children through partnering with the 

owners on this venture. 

In addition, our partners continue to accept that vulnerable individuals are 
exploited by an immoral sect within the community. Within the past few years, 
admissions of abused children, to our partner homes have increased 
significantly; with some having a take-in of over 50 to 60%. Such abuses are 
in addition to our care of abused pregnant girls at Welcome House in 
Anaikoddai. ACF is continuously working hard with its partners to care for and 
provide near normality, in the future lives of such children. 

 
Looking on the positive side and at ACF’s achievements; ACF has, to date 

assisted over 4,000 children and produced over 90 graduates, that include 

lawyers, doctors, engineers, teachers, and historians. This year alone, sees 

11 students graduate from universities. It is important to note that, during their 

primary / secondary education, approximately 24 of these graduates grew up 

with, or later received assistance through ACF. So far, in 2024, 7 such 

students will enter universities, and will continue to be assisted by ACF 

throughout their university education. In addition, this year, our partners have 

successfully integrated 4 special needs children back within society, by 

increasing their IQ through coaching and counselling, and thus bringing the 

total, reintegrated, to 20 children. 

It is a delight to see that some of our beneficiaries are not only doing well in 

their lives, but have also come back to continuously work with ACF to assist 

the community. 

From an administration standpoint, ACF is in the process of developing a new 

database to replace the existing Excel based one.  This will allow us to 

manage processes efficiently, and more accurately. I take this opportunity to 

thank Mr Sivasomboe Sivananthan, the author of the current Excel based 

database, Nilani Jeyakumar and our Patron Rama, for tirelessly maintaining 

the existing one and always prioritising ACF work. Similarly, I thank my friend, 

and supporter of ACF, Balaravi Balasingam, for sponsoring, supporting, and 

coming forward to be an administrator of the new database. 

It is important that we continue, with these services, to help destitute young 

individuals succeed in their lives; and look forward to your generous support 

and encouragement in doing so. 

I thank you all for your continued support and invite you to enjoy this evening. 

 

Varathan Thiagarasa – Chairperson ACF 

“We rise by lifting others” 
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Home Gardening Initiative - Pg 2 

 

  
 

Message from the Chairperson 

Vanakkam / Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen 

Once again, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you all and to have your presence, 

here today, at Arobanam Children Fund’s (ACF-UK) 26th annual event, at the New 

Haw Community Centre in New Haw. 

As we embark on our 30th year of service to destitute individuals, I am delighted to see 

the successes achieved by several such individuals who, primarily, having gained our 

assistance, were guided further, towards education and social integration.  

As you are all aware, the last few years have been very challenging in every way. 

However, with your continued support, we’ve not only continued to assist children, but 

have also managed to support several additional struggling families in Sri Lanka and 

India. 

ACF has, in the past year, progressed further with new projects within previously 

operated geographical areas and reached out to new ones which are primarily in the 

Hill Countries. We are also currently looking into a few more in the pipeline, in Northern 

and Eastern Sri Lanka. 

As stated in the past, we continue to engage ourselves with empowering special needs 

children, which entails working with the department of social services and specialist 

medical teams, in order to assist a wider community of special needs individuals. In 

addition, we also continue to assist those who are affected by natural disasters. 

Recently, at the special request of one of our long-standing supporters, we have 

started an elderly assistance programme in the Hill Countries.   

ACF, additionally, continues to engage with its project partners, resident children, and 

university students via zoom, where access to online technology is available. We 

observe that such communication promotes two-way understanding between our 

beneficiaries, the project partners and ourselves; in addition to coaching children on a 

1-1 basis as and when required. 

ACF is currently engaged in 24 projects, with a further 3 in the pipeline. Where possible 

I visit all ACF projects annually. Post-Covid19 pandemic, I visited all projects, during 

the periods of February–March 2023, and February–March 2024. ACF’s Operations 

Manager, Dinesh Thiruchelvan, also joined me when visiting the projects within Sri 

Lanka. Overall, I am very encouraged by the way our projects are managed. 

However, we have identified some operational difficulties within a minority of the 

projects, exited from one, and are working with the others to rectify identified issues. 

Until recently, much against a general perception that Sri Lanka has moved forward; 

the struggle amongst the poor appears to have worsened.  However, we are 

optimistic that some of the fundamental & continuing struggles of parentless 

children will change, for the better, in the near future 
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Arobanam Children Fund’s Current Projects 
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A Brief History of Arobanam Children Fund (ACF) 
 

One evening in 1993, as the Sri Lankan war continued to escalate, our founder patron, 
Reverend Father James Pathinathan, spotted 38 homeless, starving and unaccompanied 
children in the Kilinochchi area, in the northern province. With no hesitation, he brought 
them to immediate safety and cared for them in his church. He contacted a group of 
friends in the UK for financial assistance. Within a few days, £1,200 was collected and 
sent  for this purpose. 
The informal support arrangements continued until 1995, when a committee was formed 
to assist similar projects in a formal and structured way. 
Subsequently, in 1999, Arobanam Children Fund – a children’s charity was registered as 
a UK charity. It continued to function and provide support without any discrimination. 
 It currently assists over 400 children in Sri Lanka and India. 
ACF is supported by regular sponsors and well-wishers; and is accountable to its 
supporters, the Charity Commission, the Inland Revenue and banks, with zero UK 
administration charges. 
 
 
Areas of Work: 
ACF assists children in Northern, Eastern and the Hill Country in Sri Lanka. In addition, it 
assists children in the Madurai district of Southern India. ACF currently assists 22 projects 
in Sri Lanka and 2 in India. It is our practice that, at their own expense, one or two of our 
committee members visit the projects once a year. 
 
 
Assistance to Date: 

• Over 4,000 children 

• Over 90 university students. Among these students, about 17 grew up with 
ACF’s assistance. Degree holders include doctors, engineers, lawyers, 
architects, teachers and historians. All have been aided through receiving this 
life changing support. 

• 100 special needs children. 20 were integrated back into the community after 
improvements were achieved in their IQ, through education and counselling. 

• Recently, ACF has started providing assistance to the elderly. 

• Working with the Northern Province Social Services to assist over18,000 special 
needs people. 
 
 

Assistance Outlook: 
Current needs, for assistance, are immense. It is our desire to assist more children, and 
we are always looking for new sponsors to help us expand our reach and our work. 

 
 
 
 

 

Partners & University Conferences 
 

The purpose being to promote 2-way understanding between the ACF 
committee, its partner organisations and the university students; the 
conferences have proved valuable to all the attendees, Online access via zoom 
has enabled the holding of resident children’s workshops & the tuition of 
individual children Further conferences are planned for 2025 and we look 
forward to updating you on progress through our newsletters.  
 

Fr. James Pathinathan 5th Anniversary Memorial 
  

 
 
Rev. Fr. James Pathinathan established Arobanam Children Fund in 1995. In 
July 2024, the Fr. James Special Meal Memorial event marked its 5th 
anniversary with special meals for the children and families of Mankulam foster 
care and a trip to Kandy for the Hill Country foster care children. 
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 Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Let me begin by extending a warm welcome to each and every one of you to our 
26th Annual event, where we will also provide updates on our ongoing work in Sri 
Lanka and India. I am certain that the Chairman will comprehensively address the 
day-to-day operations and achievements of the Arobanam Children Fund. With 
this in mind, I would like to focus my remarks on the history of this organisation, 
something that many of our sponsors and supporters may not be fully aware of. 
 

During the time Arobanam was founded in the 1990s, the founding members of 
Arobanam Children Fund, guided by Fr. James Pathinathan, put in place 
guidelines that were established to ensure that your hard-earned contributions are 
used for the sole purpose of supporting underprivileged children. Additional rules 
may be added as needed to safeguard the integrity of our operations. 
 

When Arobanam Children Fund was founded, Fr. James and the original 
members believed that our services would only be required during the war years, 
and perhaps for five years after the war ended … how wrong we were! The war 
ended in 2009, yet our work continues - and will be needed for the foreseeable 
future. Many of the children we initially supported have gone on to build 
meaningful lives for themselves, with some even entering university and securing 
employment in Sri Lanka. A few have had the opportunity to work abroad as well. 
 

However, we must never forget those who were tragically lost, including the 111 
Senthalir children who perished in the 2004 tsunami. Since our founding, nearly 
4,000 children have benefited from our services, and we currently assist 404 
children  in Sri Lanka and India. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, none of this would have been possible without your 
generous contributions and unwavering support over the years. I urge you to take 
pride in what you have helped accomplish, and to continue supporting Arobanam 
Children Fund with the confidence that your donations will be used to benefit the 
deserving children.. 
 

Thank you, and please enjoy the evening. 
 
Vijayanathan Ramakrishnan – Patron Arobanam 
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Vote of Thanks 
 

Arobanam Children Fund Committee 

Wish to Express its Gratitude to 
 

~   Our Children’s Sponsors & Supporters 
 

~   Our Chief Guest ~ Dr Baheerathan … Chairman of Erdu 
    

~   Our Guest Entertainers ~ the Rajagopal family 
  
~   Our Event Caterers ~  ARANY Catering Service 
 

~   Our Brochure Printers – A former beneficiary of ACF, now an  

established proprietor of a printing establishment, in Jaffna, has 

printed our brochures at a very reasonable cost to us. Similarly, he 

has also printed the Northern province Social Services’ special needs 

welfare booklets. 
 

~    Our Hill Country Partner – For providing transport to the Hill  

      Country & for accompanying the Chairman and 

      the Operations Manager on their visits to various remote villages in 

      and around Nuwera Eliya. And the East of Sri Lanka. 
 

~    Chairperson’s Friend, Sathi – For always providing transport to 

      projects in the North and for general advice.. 
     
~   New Haw Community Centre Administration for their kind 

     co-operation and the use of their facilities 
 

~   Our Friends’ and Families’ continued support in helping to 

     organise this annual event  
 
 

~   Last, but not least ~ today’s audience ~ for your cordial  

     presence in helping to make tonight a success. 

 

We look forward to seeing you again in 2025 
Thank you for joining us this evening 

 

 

10.00pm  
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A Man Never Stands as 

Tall as When he Kneels 

to Help a Child 

Arobanam Children Fund 
www.arobanam.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHARITY DINNER 
 

Saturday 2nd November 2024 

6.00pm – 11.00pm 
 

New Haw Community Centre  

65 Woodham Lane,  

New Haw, Surrey  

KT15 3ND 
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