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Welcome to the Arobanam Children Fund Newsletter— December 2016
/Arobanam Children Fund web-site: www.arobanam.com

Our New Project Launch

We are pleased to announce our involvement with a new endeavour targeted at empowering
children with special needs. ACF are partnering with ASSETS (Association to Empower the
Special Need Children), an organisation founded by a group of medical professionals
operating in Kilinochchi who follow the doctrine that ‘disability is not inability’. These doctors
identified an urgent need to provide assistance and resources to children with disabilities in
the remote villages outside of Kilinochchi where such services are scarce.

Two founder members: Dr Jeyaruban, a psychiatrist and Dr Murali, the Medical Officer of
Health in Kilinochchi, have spent years treating and working with children with varying
intellectual, physical, psychological and emotional disabilities. They discovered that these
children were often neglected and abandoned by their own families because many lived in
abject poverty and therefore, did not have the means to provide even the basic needs of food,
clothing and medicine.

As such, ASSETS was formed and a Hostel was set up in close proximity to ‘Sivapoomy’ a school
specialising in providing education and vocational training to children with disabilities ensuring
they are no longer overlooked or forgotten, but are given the opportunity to live an
independent and free life with a real chance for a future.

Children
enjoying a
game of
carrom.
Without beds,
the children
sleep on mats.

Presently, 25 children occupy the Hostel and we are appealing to all our supporters to consider
sponsoring a child with a disability this holiday season, and empower them to enjoy a fulfilled,
meaningful life in society.

To create a calming
environment for the
children, they often
have meals outside in
the sunshine.

For further information, please contact one of our committee members at:
Arobanam Children Fund, 29 Helmsdale Road, London, SW16 5UT
E-mail: Rama: vijayanathanr@yahoo.co.uk, Thenuka: thenup@hotmail.com
Together We Can Make A Difference
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Day Care Centres — Update

One of our central beliefs has been to promote early education for children particularly given
pre-schools are not state funded in Sri Lanka. With your help, we have been able to ensure our
day care centres continue to operate successfully. Each centre maintains an intake of approx.
25 children and we are also able to fund uniforms for them. We will be providing individual
reports on each of our centres in the next newsletter.
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A Fond Farewell

After pioneering our largest project to date, the Mankulam Foster Care and managing the
scheme for over seven years, we bid a fond farewell to Fr. James Pathinathan and Sr. Mary
Rajesh who have been transferred to new posts in Jaffna. Although Fr. James will continue his
commitment as ACF’s patron, neither will be involved in our project at Mankulam and it will be
taken over by the incoming Parish Priest and Sister in Charge.

Both Fr. James and Sr. Rajesh have been pivotal figures to ACF and crucially, instrumental to
the development and growth of our charity. We extend our heartfelt gratitude for their tireless
service over the many years and we wish them well. They will be greatly missed by us and all
the children at Mankulam.

**Upcoming Events — 2017**

: As a charity, we are continually striving to :
: reinvent our fundraising methods and look
to creating innovative ways we develop and
expand our work. :

: With this in mind, we hope to bring some
: fresh and exciting events next year - watch

Fr James Pathinathan : this space! :

For further information, please contact one of our committee members at:
Arobanam Children Fund, 29 Helmsdale Road, London, SW16 5UT
E-mail: Rama: vijayanathanr@yahoo.co.uk, Thenuka: thenup@hotmail.com
Together We Can Make A Difference
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Arobanam Sponsorship Scheme
STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To the Manager
Name of Bank:

Address:

City &Postcode

Please pay: CAF Bank Ltd. 25 Kings hill Ave, West Malling, Kent ME19 4JQ
For the credit of: Arobanam Children Fund Charity Reg No: 1082803
A/C No: 00029004, Sort Code. 40-52-40

The sum of: (in words)

Pounds (£15/per child):

On the (day), (month), (year)

And thereafter every month until further notice and debit my account accordingly.

Name of account-holder to be debited:

Account Number:

Sort Code:

Signed: Date:

Your Address

I would like tax to be reclaimed on my donation under the Gift Aid Scheme. | am a UK tax payer and
pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that can be reclaimed on
my donation. Please tick.

YES NO

For future communication please provide your email address. This is the only way you will receive our
Newsletter. We assure you that we will never pass your email address onto third parties.

Tel Number:

Email:

Please call 01372 812 595 if you have any queries. When completed, please return to Mr V
Ramakrishnan (Chairman), Arobanam Children Fund, 108 Manor Green Road, Epsom, Surrey, KT19
8LN. We will then send this form onto your bank. Please allow at least 2 weeks between the date you fill
this form and the date of your first payment. Thank you.

The information you provide on this form is subject to the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998.



